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Declaration on data protection and the confidentiality of your information 

The scientific study "My German Experience" is being conducted on behalf of the German Federal 

Employment Agency (BA) in cooperation of the Institute for Applied Economic Research (IAW) and the 

SOKO Institute for Social Research and Communication in Bielefeld. All participants work according to 

the legal provisions of data protection and are bound by the General Data Protection Regulation 

(GDPR) as well as the German Federal Data Protection Act (BDSG). The survey serves exclusively non-

commercial, scientific purposes. 

The processing of information regarding identified or identifiable persons ("personal data") is carried 

out within the framework of the legal provisions of data protection law, including the GDPR and the 

BDSG. In accordance with Articles 13 and 14 of the GDPR, we hereby inform you about the processing 

of personal data and the rights of the persons to whom this data relates ("data subjects"). Participation 

in the survey is voluntary, which also means that you can skip individual questions or terminate the 

survey prematurely without suffering any disadvantages. You received the invitation to the survey at 

random based on the information you provided on Facebook. 

During the survey, information is processed that concerns your person, your household, and your child 

or one of your children, and may contain references to you, your household or your child or one of 

your children. The processing of all personal data is carried out in accordance to the legal provisions 

and requires your consent, which you can give voluntarily below. 

All information provided in the context of the survey ("research data") will not be evaluated on a 

personal basis. This means that all the information you provide is converted into a format in which it 

is no longer possible to identify the person who provided the information (so-called "anonymisation"). 

The data is collected using the LimeSurvey survey software via a Secure Socket Layer (SSL)-encrypted 

page and stored on a server in Germany. In order to ensure the technical functionality of the survey, 

correct display on your end device and quality assurance of the collected data, general access and 

internet traffic data is also temporarily recorded in so-called log files within the scope of the survey 

(anonymised IP address, browser type and version / operating system used, date and time of the server 

request, amount of data sent / pages accessed or files requested, http status code / internet service 

provider, access key (token) used). The log files are processed separately from other data and are not 

passed on to third parties. 

At the end of the survey, we ask for your consent and your contact details (name, email address and 

telephone number) so that we can contact you again in the context of this scientific research-project 

("contact details"). Of course, your consent and the provision of your Contact Data are also voluntary 

and not required for participation in the current research. Your contact details will be treated as strictly 

confidential and will only be used for the purpose of further contact within the framework of this 

scientific research-project. After completion of the survey, they will be stored separately from the 

research data and will not be passed on to third parties. 

The collected data is processed based on your consent pursuant to Art. 6 (1) lit. a GDPR. If special 

categories of personal data are processed according to Art. 9 (1) GDPR, this takes place based on 

consent according to Art. 9 (2) lit. a GDPR. The log files that need to be processed for the technical 
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implementation of the survey and to ensure secure operation are processed based on this legitimate 

interest pursuant to Art. 6 (1) lit. f GDPR. 

The individuals to whom the data processed relates ("data subjects") are entitled to the following 

rights under the applicable legal conditions: 

• Confirmation as to whether personal data relating to them are being processed, information 

about this data and the circumstances of the processing (Art. 15 GDPR),  

• rectification of inaccurate data (Art. 16 GDPR),  

• erasure of the data concerning you (Art. 17 GDPR),  

• Restriction of processing (Art. 18 GDPR),  

• Data portability of the data you have provided (Art. 20 GDPR),  

• Objection to data processing for scientific research purposes or based on legitimate interests 

(Art. 21 GDPR),  

• revocation of consent with effect for the future (Art. 7 GDPR) and  

• the right not to be subject to decisions based solely on automated processing (Art. 22 GDPR).  

In the case of data processing for research purposes, the rights of access, rectification, erasure, 

restriction of processing and objection may be restricted under further legal conditions (Art. 89 (2) 

GDPR). Furthermore, data subjects have the right to complain to a data protection supervisory 

authority (Art. 77 GDPR). 

If you feel there has been a breach of the provisions of the data protection laws, you also have the 

right to contact the German Federal Commissioner for Data Protection and Freedom of Information as 

the data protection supervisory authority about the processing of your personal data and to lodge a 

complaint. 

If you declare your consent to participate, you can revoke this at any time, in whole or in part, free of 

charge and without giving reasons. To do so, please contact the SOKO Institute (coordination of the 

“My German Experience” project, Voltmannstraße 271, 33613 Bielefeld, Germany or by email to 

mygermanexperience@soko-institut.de). 

Those involved in the project shall only retain personal data for as long as it is necessary or required 

for the respective purpose. If the data processing is objected to or given consent is revoked, then the 

personal data will not be further processed and will be deleted or made unrecognisable without delay. 

If legal retention obligations prevent deletion, the processing of the data will be restricted. Once the 

data has been anonymised, these are no longer any personal information, which is why they can no 

longer be deleted. The collected data is deleted from the internet servers upon completion of the 

survey and stored with restricted access with the project participants. 

Unless consent is revoked beforehand, the information relating to you personally or containing 

references to you (i.e. including your contact details in particular) will be deleted or made 

unrecognisable upon completion of the project. After completion of the project, the anonymised 

research results and research data will be kept for 10 years as proof of good scientific practice and 

archived in a research data centre. Disclosure only takes place for scientific purposes and upon request, 

after an examination and under specific conditions, which are recorded in a user agreement. 
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